
ARH 310: Modernism       Museum Assignment #1          due Tues 1 March (hard copy)

This assignment involves visiting the Boston Museum of Fine Arts (Green 'E' line from Park Street to 
Museum stop; museum entry is free with your Suffolk ID) or Harvard Art Museums (Red line to Harvard, 
short walk to 32 Quincy St,  free with any student ID) and applying the knowledge and analytic ability 
you have acquired in this course to a work of your own choosing.

The assignment:

Choose a European (not American) late-nineteenth or early-twentieth century work that exemplifies one 
of the styles/movements we have covered so far in class:  neo-Impressionism, Symbolism (including Van 
Gogh), Cézanne, Fauvism, or Expressionism.  If you have any question about whether a work would be 
appropriate, just drop me an email.
✓ Identify it by artist, title, nationality, and date.
✓ Analyze the work in relation to its style/movement and the issues we have been discussing in class.  

Take into account both its subject matter and its form/style (composition, color, brushwork etc).
✓ Compare/contrast the work briefly to other works in the museum or works we have studied in class 

in order to clarify your points.
You papers should be at least 2½ pages long, double-spaced with 1-inch margins.  
This is a looking and thinking project, not a research project.  Do not do any research on the painting 
beyond reading the museum label, the text, and your own notes.  Do your own analysis of the work and 
use your own words.  Do not copy or closely paraphrase any outside source.  Doing so will result in an 
automatic zero, and will be reported to the Academic Misconduct Committee.

Your grade will be based on the following factors:

✓ Your choice of work.  Don't choose a work just because you like it:  choose a work that you can 
analyze clearly in relation to the movements/styles and issues we are covering in class.  Do not 
choose a work we have already discussed extensively in class (e.g. Monet’s Rouen Cathedral).

✓ Evidence that you have seen the work in person this semester.  This involves (1) turning in your 
dated museum admission ticket, and (2) describing relevant details of the work that can best be seen 
in person, such as the size of the work, specific colors, the brushwork, etc.  It is a good idea to (3) take 
a selfie in front of the work in case you lose your museum ticket (a photo of the work alone or of your 
museum ticket is not sufficient).

✓ Your thesis.  Be sure you have one, and be sure you concentrate your analysis of the work on 
supporting it.  No need to get fancy; a simple “This work is a good example of a Neo-Impressionist 
landscape” (or whatever) will do fine. What is the overall purpose of this type of work (e.g. Neo-
Impressionist landscapes), and/or of this work in particular?

✓ Your analysis of the work, which should be thorough and directly relevant to your thesis.  What 
characteristics identify the work as exemplifying its style or movement?  Is there anything interesting 
or anomalous about the work?  If so, how would you account for it?  What do you think the artist was 
overall trying to 'say' with the work? How do the artist's choices of subject-matter and style contribute 
to the meaning of the work?

✓ Your incorporation of the ideas from the readings and lectures.  As relevant to the work and to 
your thesis, use the terms and concepts we have been discussing (e.g. perspective, different uses of 
color, formalism, etc.) and relate the work to its context (history, religion, science, culture, politics, 
economics, technology, and so on), as relevant. 

✓ Your writing.  Without good organization, grammar, and spelling I will not understand your ideas.  In 
general, write as though you were explaining the works and ideas to someone who has not taken this 
class:  I will grade the papers based on how well I think such a person would understand the work and 
ideas from your paper.

If you have any questions don't hesitate to come see me or email me at ccramer@suffolk.edu
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