
ARH 310: Modernism   Museum Assignment #2            due Tuesday 26 April (hard copy in class)

The assignment involves applying the concepts of this class to works of your own choosing in the Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts (Green 'E' line from Park Street to Museum stop; entry is free with your Suffolk ID) and/or 
the Harvard Art Museum (Red line to Harvard Square; 32 Quincy St,  entry is free with your Suffolk ID).  To 
encourage you to visit a different museum than the one you visited for the first paper, a 10 point bonus on the 
paper will be given to those who do.  

Paper Topics
Choose one of the following topics and write about works from two different movements that allow you to make 
significant comparisons/contrasts.  At least one work should be from a movement we covered since the first 
exam.  Your paper should be about 4 pages long, typed, double-spaced, with at least 1-inch margins.  

1) Discuss different attitudes towards ‘modernity’ in Modernist art in relation to at least two works.
2) Discuss formalism or ‘truth to materials/medium’ in Modernist art in relation to at least two works.
3) Discuss alternative ideas of ‘realism’ in relation to two Modernist works, and in contrast to naturalism.
4) Discuss alternative theories/uses of color in two Modernist works, and in contrast to naturalistic color use.
5) Discuss issues of gender/sexuality in Modernist art in relation to at least two works.
6) Discuss the social agency of Modernist art in relation to at least two works.
7) If there's anything else you’d like to work on, just run it by me first ….

I recommend starting with a clear and incisive thesis explaining why these two works make a good comparison/
contrast in relation to your chosen topic, then analyzing the first work in relation to that topic, and then analyzing 
the second work while making specific points of comparison/contrast with the first.   
This is a looking and thinking project, not a research project.  Do not do any research on the works beyond 
reading the museum label, the assigned smarthistory essays, and your own notes.  Do your own analysis of the 
works and use your own words.  Do not copy or closely paraphrase any outside source.  Doing so will result in an 
automatic zero, and will automatically be reported to the Academic Misconduct Committee.

Your grade will be based on the following factors:
✓ Your choice of works.  You may choose any relevant works other than the one you wrote about for the first paper.  

Obviously, choose works within the purview of this class (late-19th to early-20th century European Modernist works) 
that you can analyze in relation to your chosen topic and that allow you to make interesting points in your essay.  You 
may choose works of Modernist design (chairs, tea sets, etc.) as well as art.

✓ Evidence that you have seen the works in person this semester.  Describe relevant details of the works that can 
best be seen in person, such as the size of the work, the colors, the surface texture, etc..  If you visit the MFA, please 
turn in your dated museum admission ticket as usual; and if you visit the Harvard Art Museum, turn in your admission 
receipt/lapel tag or email me a selfie in front of one of your chosen works.

✓ Your thesis.  Your choices of works should help you to make some interesting and incisive general point in relation to 
the broad topic area you have selected.  State that point clearly, explain its significance to the works and/or to 
Modernist art in general, and concentrate your entire paper on exploring/supporting it.

✓ Your analyses of the works, which should be detailed, thorough, and directly relevant to your thesis/topic.  Even if 
your paper is primarily about one aspect of the works (like color or truth to materials), at least briefly account for the 
work as a whole and all of the significant artistic choices that the artist made.

✓ Your incorporation of the ideas we have talked about in class.  As relevant to your works, topic, and thesis, use 
the terms and concepts we have been discussing (perspective, formalism, primitivism, etc.) and relate the works and 
concepts to their context (history, religion, science, culture, politics, gender, social class, etc.). 

✓ Your comparison/contrast of the works.  You may treat each work separately at first, but at some point be sure to 
make direct and specific comparison/contrasts between the way the artists/works/movements dealt with the issue 
under consideration. It's often effective to write about one work, then write about the second work in direct 
comparison/contrast to the first.  Choose your works wisely to make interesting comparison/contrasts!)

✓ Your writing.  Without good organization, grammar, and spelling I will not understand your ideas or will get frustrated 
trying to figure them out.  In general, write as though you were explaining the works and ideas to someone intelligent 
who has not taken this class:  I will grade them based on how well I think such a person would understand the works 
and concepts from your paper.

If you have any questions don't hesitate to come see me or email me at ccramer@suffolk.edu
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